
Xhosa Language Study.  We are happy to be having our 

language helpers, Mr. and Mrs. Tobani, come to our home a 

few times a week for language help.  We have been using the 

language learning techniques that we learned at Missions 

Training International before leaving for South Africa.  It has 

proved to be a huge help.  Mr. and Mrs. Tobani went through 

the “This We Believe” discipleship course, completed the four 

year Zion Evangelical Bible School program, and then went on 

to study at Union Bible Institute. They are both full of the joy 

of the Lord.  Please keep our language lessons in your prayers. 
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Greetings.  While the weather has turned cold here in King William’s 

Town, South Africa, the work of the Lord seems to be on fire, and 

our hearts are warmed and encouraged by your continual prayers 

and support.  Thank you for all you do to support the ministry here 

among the amaZioni!  Updating our ministry blog monthly continues 

to be a goal of ours to keep you informed on the happenings here.  

This month, we are happy to send out an easy read and print 

newsletter as well.  We are so thankful and joyful to share with you 

how the Lord is at work here in our language studies, the Zion 

Evangelical Bible Schools, the “This We Believe” discipleship class 

and recent ministry conferences. 

Practicing Xhosa 

Jon & Lauren’s  Blog:  www.theemanuelsons.wordpress.com 

amaZioni Youth Conference.  This year’s amaZioni Youth 

Conference was held in Queenstown on June 16.  Like the 

other conferences organized by Luann (a fellow ZEMA 

missionary), this has been an effective means of reaching 

out to the amaZioni for several years.  The conference 

theme was “Nothing but the Truth.”  Two Xhosa brothers, 

Solly and Bongo, came from Port Elizabeth to teach.  They 

are both very godly and competent teachers.  The Lord was 

really working and the gospel was clearly preached.  Pray 

that the young people who attended will truly place their 

faith in Christ.  The enemy is always busy trying to get 

people to forget what they have learned from God’s word. 

Eastern Cape Aloes in Bloom 



2012 Zion Leadership Workshop.  On May 26, the Annual Zion 

Leadership Workshop was held in Mdantsane.  About 50 people 

were in attendance to hear the two guest speakers.  The first 

expounded a passage from Isaiah chapter 6 and the other 

focused primarily on the topic of qualifications for church leaders. 

A workshop like this is very significant because one of ZEMAs 

primary goals is to train and disciple amaZioni leaders.     

Discipleship Course in Chulumqa.  The “This We Believe” 

discipleship class that was being held in Chulumqa has just 

been completed.  It has been such an encouragement to see 

the Lord working there as Rev. Goosen teaches in the Xhosa 

language.  One can see by their expression and interaction 

that they are listening to God’s Word.  Pray that all those 

attending will place their faith in Christ alone and follow him 

wholeheartedly. The graduation celebration will be held next 

week.  Jon has been asked to share a sermon that he has 

prepared in Xhosa.  Pray that this opportunity would go well. 

Leadership Workshop 

Short-Term Team.  On June 28th, we and the Goosens were 

thrilled to welcome a team of 12 people who were sent from 

Christ Community Church in Zion, IL.  They did a terrific job 

running a four day Vacation Bible School in a village called 

Tyutyu, going on evangelistic 

house visitations and visiting 

amaZioni church services. We 

had such a fun time visiting 

and ministering alongside 

them.  We hope they are able 

to send another team in the 

near future.  

Prayer Requests and Praises.   

 We praise the Lord for how he continually 

sharpens us through his word and for 

allowing us to be his ambassadors. 

 Pray for the Zion Evangelical Bible Schools, 

that the students would continue to grow in 

their knowledge and obedience to God’s 

Word. 

 Pray for the “This We Believe” discipleship 

courses, that those hearing the gospel and 

learning about the Bible for the first time will 

make Jesus Christ their personal Lord and 

Savior.  

 Pray for continual good health and safety on 

the roads. 

 Pray for our personal walk with the Lord, that 

we would be continually listening to him.  

 Pray that we will learn the Xhosa language 

well. 

Family News.  Lauren’s 

mother, Pat, was able to 

visit us for a few weeks in 

June.  We really enjoyed 

spending time with her.  

Jon’s Dad, Gary, is 

preparing to visit us in 

August.  We thank the Lord 

for the opportunities for 

family and friends to come 

and spend time with us.   
Lauren & Pat Meet a Local 


